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Local Practices of Nourishing the People: The Study of Guangdong Granaries in
Qing Dynasty from the View of State

MA Xingzi ( The Institute of Qing History, Renmin University of China; mxzabc@ 126. com)

Granaries play an important part in preparing against the nature disasters in China, especially in pre-
modern times. In its construction, local practices were deeply affected by the state policies. This article
analyzes the general situation of Guangdong granaries and its development in Qing Dynasty from the view
of state with the intention of exploring the state’ s influence and also its relationship with the gentry in
the evolution process of granaries throughout the Qing Dynasty. The purpose of this article is to give some
reflections on the research approach of regional social history study, especially South China School, as

its study approach puts emphasis on local society while overlooks the state.
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