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A Place for “Putonghua with Local Accent” in CSL Teaching:

From the Language Use Perspective
Cornelius C. Kubler
(Williams College , M.A. 01267, USA)
Key words: local Putonghua; language use; listening class; dialect
Abstract: This paper explores the structure and implementation of a listening course for CSL learners , focusing on issues re-
lated to the ability of learners in understanding Putonghua with local accents (known as local Putonghua and referred to as LP
in this paper) due to the influence of dialects. After a brief introduction to the distribution of major Chinese dialects , some of
the well-known LP cases are discussed, including LP in Shandong, Sichuan, Shanghai, Hong Kong, as well as the varieties
of Chinese used in Taiwan and Singapore. A comparison between standard Chinese and each of these LP cases are made in
terms of pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary, supplemented by examples from real life. The author points out that the
purpose of such a course is not to encourage CSL learners to use LP Chinese, but to cultivate the ability of advanced level
learners in understanding varieties of LP, which is usually obtained after a considerable period of staying in the area where LP
is spoken. Based on feedback from students, the author has found that it is indeed helpful for learners to have training of this

kind, which prepares them for better communication in Chinese with local people in real life situations.
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(L#%F6m)

Some New Reflections on the Study of Chinese Functional Words
Shao Jingmin
(Chinese Language and Literature Department , College of Liberal Arts, Jinan University ,
Guangzhou , Guangdong 510632, China )
Key words: dominance; generalized functional words; positioning framework ; formal verification; category functional words
Abstract : Morphological change and the use of functional words are different means to the same end. The use of functional
words in Chinese is unparalleled in other languages in terms of its breadth, depth, accuracy and frequency. Therefore, we
must re—examine the status and role functional words in Chinese. There is a transitional zone between typical content words
and typical functional words and, for this reason, I put forward a new concept : “generalized functional words”. I suggest that
there will be six new directions in the study of Chinese functional words: (1) The urgent need for international Chinese teach-
ing will prompt us to re—recognize the irreplaceable dominance of functional words in the Chinese grammar system; (2) For-
mal verification is the key to confirming the grammatical meaning of functional words, and a “positioning framework” should
be established for each meaning item of functional words; (3) The study of functional words can only be carried out effective-
ly in a certain context: (4) The in—depth study of functional words must be combined with the vertical axis of time and the
horizontal axis of space; (5) Case studies of important functional words and comparative studies of category functional words
will be integrated; (6) The study of functional words must keep pace with the times in the modernization and networking of

research methods and tools.
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