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The Artistic Achievement of Zhang Xu’ and Huai Su’s Big Cursive Hand

LI Xiangjun®"®
(a. School of Philosophy, b. Research Center of Value and Culture, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)
Abstract: As the cursive hand in the system of regular script, Jin-Cao (one of the cursive hands) originated from
Zhang-Cao (one of the cursive hands) standardized by the cursive hand of Lishu. In the process of its development, it
was continuously influenced by the standardized form of regular script and running hand. It gradually developed from
small cursive hand to big cursive hand and reached its peak by Zhang Xu and Huai Su in the heyday of Tang Dynasty.
There were various ways of doing touches in Zhang Xu’ and Huai Su’ big cursive hands. Generally, the ways of doing
touches transformed from stressing leaning side strokes and turning strokes to stressing rising strokes and pressing
strokes as well as harizontally moving strokes. The overall continuity of characters and lines broke the closed structure
of a single character. The combination of the strong, free and easy emational expression and the superb and skilled ways
of doing touches achieved a high artistic achievement, which had a decisive influence on the develoment of later big
cursive hand.
Key words: Zhang Xu; Huai Su; big cursive hand; emotional expression; skill innovation
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