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Harry: “So we were right, it is the Sorcerer’s
Stone, and Snape’s trying to force Quirrell to help him
get it. He asked if he knew how to get past Fluffy —
and he said something about Quirrell’s ‘hocuspocus’
— I reckon there are other things guarding the stone
apart from Fluffy, loads of enchantments, probably,
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and Quirrell would have done some anti-Dark Arts
spell that Snape needs to break through —”

Hermione: “So you mean the Stone’s only safe as
long as Quirrell stands up to Snape?”

Ron: “It’ll be gone by next Tuesday.” (ItHAHMA
KA i)
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Hagrid: “Yeh’d think she wanted me to say yeh
were horrible, Harry.”

Ron: “She wants a new angle, Hagrid, you were
supposed to say Harry’s a mad delinquent!”

Hagrid: “But he’s not!”

Harry: “She should’ve interviewed Snape, he’d
give her the goods on me any day. ‘Potter has been
crossing lines ever since he first arrived at this
school...””

“Said that, did he?” said Hagrid, while Ron and
Hermione laughed. Hagrid: “Well, yeh might’ve bent
a few rules, Harry, bu’ yeh’re all righ’ really, aren’
you? ”

“Cheers, Hagrid”, said Harry, grinning.
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Harry: “Snape killed Dumbledore.”

McGonagall: “Snape, we all wondered... but he
trusted... always... Snape... I can’t believe it...”

Lupin: “Snape was a highly accomplished
Occlumens.”

Tonks: “But Dumbledore swore he was on our
side! I always thought Dumbledore must know
something about Snape that we didn’t.”

McGonagall: “Dumbledore told me explicitly
that Snape’s repentance was absolutely genuine.
Wouldn’t hear a word against him!”

Tonks: “I’d love to know what Snape told him to
convince him.”

Harry: “I know, Snape passed Voldemort the
information that made Voldemort hunt down my mum
and dad. Then Snape told Dumbledore he hadn’t
realized what he was doing, he was really sorry he’d
done it, sorry that they were dead.”

“And Dumbledore believed that?

Dumbledore believed Snape was sorry James was

Lupin:

dead? Snape hated James...”



Harry: “And he didn’t think my mother was

either, because she was

Muggle-born... ‘Mudblood,’ he called her...”
McGonagall: “This is all my fault, my fault. I

sent Filius to fetch Snape tonight, I actually sent for

worth a damn

him to come and help us!™...

Hermione: “Professor Flitwick just burst his way
into Snape’s office and we heard him saying that
Snape had to go back with him and help and then we
heard a loud thump and Snape came hurtling out of
his room and he saw us and — and —”

Harry: “What?”

Hermoine: “I was so stupid, Harry! He said
Professor Flitwick had collapsed and that we should
go and take care of him while he — while he went to
help fight the Death Eaters — We went into his
office to see if we could help Professor Flitwick and
found him unconscious on the floor... and oh, it’s so
obvious now, Snape must have Stupefied Flitwick, but
we didn’t realize, Harry, we didn’t realize, we just let
Snape go!”

Lupin: “It’s not your fault, Hermione, had you
not obeyed Snape and got out of the way, he probably
would have killed you and Luna.”
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Reported Speech in Gossip: A Study on the Characterization of Snape

SUN Yun-mei, CHENG Yan
(School of Foreign Languages, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, Hubei )

Abstract: Gossip, an informal talk, deals with topics which engage an absent party. Its highly cooperative feature has been

recognized by sociolinguists. By means of marginalizing the absent third party, gossipers share values and alignments in an attempt

to establish solidarity. After establishing a corpus based on Harry Potter serials, the study conducted the research by searching for

keyword ‘Snape’ and applied discourse analysis in the following explanation, with a focus upon a detailed analysis of the dialogue

extract involving Snape as the absent participant. Results show that gossipers directly and indirectly reported Snape’s words so as to

arouse negative evaluation from the rest and thus reach an alignment on the abominable characteristic of Snape.

Key words: Gossip; reported speech; marginalizing; Snape
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