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On the Relationship between the Salar and the Turken
( America ) written by Du Anni Translated by MA Wei ZHAO Qi-juan

Abstract: As is often typical of geographically peripheral language, Salar is both highly conservative (of premodern Turkic features) and
innovating (through language contact). Its Turkic features represent several historical layers which reflect contact with different Turkic
groups. With such a complex synchronic picture and with gaps in the historical record, Salar has been a difficult language to classify.
This paper presents new evidence against a gentetic affiliation of Salar with modern Uyghur(i. e. Southwestern Turkic), and evidence for
(1) a genetic relationship with the Oghuz languages (Southwestern Turkic), and (2) sustained contact with South Siberian and Qipchaq
Turkic.
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